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MAY 2016 NEWSLETTER 

The Lisbon Area Historical Society has had a very successful 2016 to date. At the Annual 

Meeting on January 20, the Society welcomed three new members to the Board of Trustees: 

Dorothea Hamilton, Donna Knighton, and Jane McKown. Re-elected Trustees were Patricia 

Barry, Judith Boulet, Skylar Boutin, Cary Clark, Andrea Fitzgerald, Anne Hudson, Sigmund 

Hudson, Joe Nyberg, Don Pelletier, Beverly Pelletier, Roger Robar, Sandra Roberts, and 

Dorothy Wiggins. Long-time Trustee, Lauraette Clark, was named an Honorary Trustee. Officers 

elected for 2016: Andrea Fitzgerald, President; Dorothy Wiggins, Vice-President; Sandra 

Roberts, Treasurer; Beverly Pelletier, Secretary. The program, “Do You Know What’s in Our 

Museum?” was presented by Andrea Fitzgerald at the annual meeting, and Lisbon Main Street, 

Inc., invited Andrea to present her program, “Leading Businessmen of Lisbon – 100 Years 

Ago!” at this year’s Volunteer Recognition Dinner on March 19 at the Lisbon Town Hall. Both 

articles can be read in their entirety on the Society’s website, www.lisbonareahistory.org. Scroll 

down on the website’s home page to find the title of the programs.  

 

The recent fundraising/membership campaign has welcomed new members and raised over 

$7,600, an increase of $500 to date over last year’s campaign, and donations continue to be 

received. Donations of artifacts to our collection continue, as well. The Society’s Facility 

Committee continues to explore options for a future permanent home, including any possibility 

that could arise from the process of the Town of Lisbon updating its Master Plan. We are grateful 

to have museum space in the Parker Block as it gives us exposure and accessibility on Main 

Street, but it is only a temporary home and is becoming crowded. Our Archivist, Dorothy 

Wiggins, has done an excellent job of maintaining a database of our collection and archiving 

each item in a proper and organized manner to make the most of the space we have. This 

summer, volunteers will continue work on digitizing the collection. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

 Saturday, May 28, 10am-3pm - Lilac Time Open House at our museum in the Parker 

Block. Admission is free. Please stop in and see our wonderful collection and meet our 

volunteers. Please also consider becoming a member and/or supporting the Society by 

volunteering, making a financial contribution, or donating historic items to our ever-

growing collection to help the Society with its important mission to preserve and share 

local history.  
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 Wednesday, June 1 (time yet to be determined) - at the Littleton Public Library, Main 

Street, Littleton – Andrea Fitzgerald has been invited by Mike Dickerman to kick off his 

summer/fall author series. She will be giving a program on her book Celebrating 250 

Years, A Pictorial History of Lisbon, Lyman, and Landaff, New Hampshire, published on 

behalf of the Lisbon Area Historical Society. This public program is free.  

 Wednesday, June 15 at 7pm at The White Church, Main Street, Lisbon –  The Society 

will host NH Humanities Council’s Bob Cottrell, who will present his program 

“Harnessing History: On the Trail of New Hampshire's State Dog, the Chinook,” looking 

at how dog sledding developed in New Hampshire and how the Chinook played a major 

role. Cottrell will be accompanied by his Chinook, “Tug.” This public program is free, 

and refreshments will be served. 

Stay tuned as our Program Committee continues to schedule other public programs this year, 

including the following: 

 

 A September program by Joe Nyberg about his book, Happy Trails, the story of his hikes 

of all sixty-seven 4,000-footers in New England! This public program will be free. 

 

 An October Antiques Appraisal Event with Steenburgh Auctioneers. This will be a 

fundraiser for the Society. 

 

Recent donations to our museum: 

 

 
 

c. 1900, 4-inch glass medicine bottle from Merrill & Bangs Pharmacists, Lisbon, N.H., donated 

by Evelyn Poore, Lyman 

 

http://www.nhhumanities.org/events/harnessing-history-trail-new-hampshires-state-dog-chinook-5


 
 

c. early 1900s Greyhound “R” sewing machine with electric Hamilton Beach motor, with 

beautiful veneer case, donated by Becky McGovern, Landaff  (used by Katie Goodwin, former 

owner of McGoverns’ Landaff farmhouse). 

 

 

Jonathan Moulton ledger (c.1795-1860). Jonathan 

Moulton was the second generation of the Moulton 

family which settled on Moulton Hill in Lyman in 

1770. This book is a wonderful artifact detailing the 

day to day transactions between Jonathan Moulton and 

early settlers in East Lyman and West Lyman (now 

Monroe), and Bath. Moulton provided labor, use of 

equipment, and keeping settlers’ livestock as well as 

selling or purchasing bushels of “pertatoes,” wheat, 

“apels,” oats, corn, ashes, rye, onions, and pecks of 

peas, quarts of cider, pints of rum, pounds of wool, 

pork, and beef, linen and wool cloth, butter, grass and 

clover seeds, and shoes. There are also charges for 

hauling clay with four oxen and digging graves. A very 

accurate accounting of a number of hired hands is 

recorded detailing days absent. In 1802, one laborer 

was paid $60.50 for one year’s labor. There are many 

other interesting entries including receipt of a pension 

of $17.27 for Jonathan Moulton’s service in the 

Revolutionary War. Donated by Littleton Area 

Historical Society 



 

 

Other News: 

 

 Museum Hours: The Lisbon Area Historical Society Museum in the Parker Block will be 

open from May through October on Fridays 1pm-3pm. You may also visit the museum at 

other times by appointment or by chance if you happen to find us working in the 

museum. Admission is free. Please call 603-838-6146. 

 

 Policy on Research Assistance: Due to limited staff and resources, the Board has 

implemented a new policy for assisting the public with lengthy research. In the past, we 

have offered extensive, unlimited research at no cost, except for copies and postage. Now 

there will be a fee for that service of $25 for the first two hours, and $10 for every 

additional hour after that, plus copies (.25 cents per page) and postage expense if the 

material needs to be mailed. Permission to photograph or copy anything in the collection 

is subject to approval by the Society’s Archivist and/or President. There is no fee for 

museum visits or general queries about local history and/or items in our collection. Our 

collection is there to be shared with the public, and phone calls and museum visits are 

always welcome – and encouraged! 

 

 Welcome to our new neighbor in the Parker Block, The Pink Monkey consignment shop, 

owned by Diane Lafond. The shop has enjoyed immediate success including doing good 

deeds such as giving away beautiful, gently used prom dresses. 

 

 The Society was recently honored to have a museum visitor, Christie Parker, great-

granddaughter of Fred Parker, for whom the Parker Block was built in 1902. Fred Parker 

kept a large general merchandise store in the south half of the block for decades. The 

store was open 365 days a year, and advertised it sold “everything from a toothpick to an 

elephant and a square deal for all.”  

 

 
 

Fred Parker standing at left in his store in the Parker Block c. 1916. Years ago, the store 

was divided into two separate stores. Today The Pink Monkey is on the left, and the 

Lisbon Area Historical Society Museum is on the right. (Photo/LAHS collection) 


