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1964 ~ CELEBRATING 50 YEARS! ~ 2014 
As 2014 comes to a close, the Lisbon Area Historical Society has reached the 50-year mark of 
service to the towns of Lisbon, Lyman and Landaff since being founded by Dr. Harold and Hazel 
Ash Pickwick and Wallace and Mary Spencer Clough in 1964. From its beginning, the Society 
has worked to preserve and promote the history of our three towns. While celebrating the past, 
the Society has also worked diligently toward its goal to prepare for the future by carefully 
archiving and digitizing every item in its growing collection.  
 
WHAT IS THE SOCIETY? 

• The Lisbon Area Historical Society is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit charity with a Board of 
Trustees and increasing membership which strives to meet its mission to preserve and 
promote the rich histories of Lisbon, Lyman, and Landaff, New Hampshire.  

 
WHAT IS THE LISBON AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM? 

• The Society maintains a museum in the Parker Block which includes a wide variety of 
artifacts, period documents and letters, photographs, books, genealogy and more 
pertaining to the people, businesses, organizations, schools, churches, farms, homes, 
events and general histories of our three towns. 

 
WHAT SERVICES DOES THE SOCIETY PROVIDE? 

• The Society’s museum is open year-round by chance or appointment as well as every 
Friday from 1-3pm from May-October.  We also hold an Open House during key 
community events.  Admission is free.  

• The Society provides courtesy research and welcomes any and all queries.  
• The Society invites researchers, the general public, local students and classes to visit the 

museum, and, in turn, members go to schools to share history with students and teachers.  
• The Society provides and sponsors custom-tailored programs, projects, and exhibits for 

local schools, organizations and events. Examples: In 2014 the Society sponsored the 
programs “Discovering New England Stone Walls” by Kevin Gardner, “Landaff in 1941” 
by Richard Sagar, and “Dartmouth College and Landaff 1770-1791: A Contested Birth” 
by Dr. Jere Daniell, Dartmouth College History Professor Emeritus. The Society also 
assisted with the Landaff Cemetery Walk and prepared an exhibit of items pertaining to 
Landaff’s history for Landaff’s 250th Birthday celebration weekend in August. 

 
WHAT ARE THE SOCIETY’S MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS? 

• Reorganized in earnest in 1997 and obtaining State and Federal nonprofit status in 2007. 



      
	  

• Obtained grant funding to conserve the 1790 manuscript map of Lisbon and archival 
framing of key collections from the Civil War and Revolutionary War. 

• Rescued three historic painted stage curtains in the Lyman Grange Hall with assistance 
from the Town of Lyman and the nonprofit organization Curtains Without Borders. 

• Created the Society’s website www.lisbonareahistory.org.  
• Installed a custom-built display cabinet in the Lisbon Historic Railroad Station and 

Museum to house rotating Society exhibits. 
• Relocated from the basement of the Lisbon Public Library to a larger, more visible, and 

more accessible museum space in the Parker Block. 
• Archiving our growing collection and creating a database that includes the accession 

number, description, donor, and location of every item in the Society’s museum. 
• Published three books - two collections of personal histories of local families and, more 

recently, our popular pictorial history of our three towns. 
• Reproduced George Morris’s 1883 Bird’s-Eye View map of Lisbon. 
• Providing assistance and exhibits for the Lisbon Regional School alumni reunions. 
• Provided information, assistance, programs, and exhibits for the recent 250th anniversary 

celebrations in Lisbon, Lyman, and Landaff. 
• Developed an historic walking tour and GPS driving tour of Lisbon in partnership with 

Lisbon Main Street, Inc. and Lisbon Regional School. 
 
WHAT'S NEXT? 
1.  AN ONLINE DIGITAL RECORD OF OUR GROWING COLLECTION 

• Volunteers have dedicated countless hours digitizing the Society’s collection with the 
goal to have the whole database online with links which will bring up an image of each 
item.  When available online, anyone with an interest in our local history will be able to 
find any item from our collection, including a description of it, the name of its donor, 
and, in most cases, an image of it accessed through a hyperlink.  For example:  
 
Accession#               Item                     Donor                  Location     Hyperlink 
   83                  Child’s sleigh         Hazel Pickwick           Display      ********* 
 

 
  

2.  FINDING A NEW HOME FOR THE SOCIETY'S MUSEUM 
• Our organization has in recent years been blessed with a fairly constant flow of new 

donations of artifacts.  As a result, the museum that we established in the Parker Block in 
Lisbon in 2012 can no longer comfortably accommodate our growing collection and our 
other work.   



      
	  

• Our Board of Trustees is in the process of considering where we can locate our museum 
and other programs in the future.  Options include purchasing an existing property or 
building a new facility for our use.   Whatever is chosen, making it a reality will almost 
surely require seeking significant related funding of our new museum from public and 
private sources, including friends of the Society in our three towns and beyond. 

 
WHAT ARE THE GENEROUS DONATIONS OUR SOCIETY RECEIVES? 

• The significant growth of our museum collection and the ongoing expansion of the 
Society's efforts to maintain that collection and conduct other historical programs in our 
area have been made possible by two types of contributions that have been generously 
made to the Society by friends from both within and beyond our three towns. 

 
1.  DONATIONS OF ITEMS FOR OUR GROWING COLLECTION 
Our Board of Trustees is extremely grateful for the donations the Society continues to receive of 
items of historical importance for our collection.   In the past year (since November 1, 2013), the 
following have contributed items for our collection: 
 

  Joan Alexander 
  Linda Barnes 
  Lori Beland 
  Peter Berg 
  Valerie Blanchette 
  Lissa Boissonneault 
  Sally Boivin 
  Judy Boulet 

Wilbur Callender 
Pauline Corzilius 

  Estate of Gene Marshall 
Andrea M. Fitzgerald 
Lorna Fogg           
Dennis Fuller        
Jan Guyette 
Patricia Lang 

Nancy Mooney 
Sandra & David 

 Murray 
Donna Knighton 
Libbie Payne  

   Alan & Richard 
     Pickwick 

 Joyce Smith 

Tom & Karen White 
Dorothy Wiggins 
 
Landaff 250th Committee 
Littleton Area Historical  
   Society 
Mount Hope Grange 

Edward C. Brummer	  	  	  	   	  
	  	  	    Family 

Here is a look at some of the items recently donated: 

 
 
 

 
 
  

              
 
 
 
                           

A c. 1800s steel button hook with the marking “W. M. Parker Fine Shoes, Lisbon, N.H.” was donated 
by Nancy Mooney of Dalton, N.H. Did you know this type of tool was used at Ellis Island by the 
dreaded “buttonhook men” who pulled up immigrants’ eyelids to look for trachoma, a bacterial eye 
infection? 
	  

A sampling of the 26-piece collection of beautiful Lilac Time stamp cancellations donated by 
Wilbur Callender of Lisbon, N.H. A stamp cost .20 cents in 1982 when Lisbon held its first annual 
Lilac Time celebration. 
 



      
	  

                                                                                             
 

 
 

 
	  
	  
	  
	  
2.  DONATIONS OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT  
Our Board of Trustees is also extremely grateful for the financial support that has been provided 
by many residents of our three towns and other friends.   It remains essential for our organization 
to continue to have such support if we are to continue our considerable efforts to preserve and 
share the histories of Lisbon, Lyman and Landaff. 
 
We are again pleased to express our appreciation for the donations made to our Society in the 
past year (since November 1, 2013) by the following individuals and businesses: 
 
Amy Bahr 
Patricia Barry 
Bruce & Ann Beane 
Eloise Young Belisle 
Charles Besaw 
Cliff & Sally Boivin 
Bob Butson 
Donald & Sandra Butson 
Wilbur Callender 
Cary & Christina Clark 
Lauraette Clark 
Skip & Cindy Derosia 
John & Andrea Fitzgerald 
Lorna Fogg 
Sylvia Forge 
David & Jane Graham 
Douglas Gray & Jennifer    
     Cartwright 
Nancy Heinemann 
Sigmund & Anne Hudson 
Mark & Chris Humphreys 

Roland & Barbara Jesseman 
Wendell & Erline Jesseman 
Doreen Kaspszak 
Jerry & Nancy Landry 
Reginald & Claudia Lavoie 
Jonathan & Lisa Linowes 
Barry & Gerri Liveston 
Raymond Lobdell 
Bill & Carol McGregor 
Jane McKown 
Keith & Dee McKown 
Jim & Jeanie McLaughlin 
Robert & Christine Meserve 
Carol & Tom Messner 
Kenneth Murphy 
John & Donna Northrop 
Joe & Dawn Nyberg 
Terry & Jane O’Brien 
Josephine L. Ott 
Libbie Payne 
Donald & Beverly Pelletier 

Seth Presby 
Melinda Richmond 
Anne Riggs 
Roger & Ruth Robar 
Sue & Phil Rysanek 
Margaret White Seaver 
Cleland Stephens 
Jerry & Lisa Titus 
Howard & Carol Viens 
Taylor Washburn 
Don & Carol Wharton 
Tom & Karen White 
Joe & Cheryl Wiggett 
Dorothy Wiggins 
Mary Besaw Wozniak 
 
Lisbon Village Pizza 
New England Wire Technologies           
Peabody Smith Realtors 
Rustic Log Cabins

We made a considerable effort to see that our two donor lists are accurate and apologize 
for any errors.  Please let us know of any needed corrections. 

A small Wheelock Company 
souvenir china cream pitcher made 
in Germany for Forbush Jewelers, 
Lisbon, featuring a c.1902 image of 
Lisbon’s Main Street donated by 
Joyce Smith of Keene, N.H.  
	  

The Nancy Flyer by Ernest Poole was donated by Patricia 
Lang of Matthews, N.C. Did you know that this novel is 
based on the Young-Cobleigh Tavern in Lisbon?  In Poole’s 
novel, the tavern is known as the Bull Moose, and the 
Nancy Flyer is the tavern’s stagecoach/sleigh. The story's 
many interesting characters included actual local residents. 
 


